The ins and outs of using ‘then’ and ‘than’ in our language
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Than was originally the same word as
then.thct'mnm}-hl»lmixmnw
develop i modern usage in phrases ik
“This is bigger than that” is not dear, but
it might have boen via expressions such as
“this 1s bag, than that (is next biggest)™.
But we doa't know because that
happenad 2,000 years ago in our parent
West Cermanic language Our sistor
Duzch also has the construction

‘Dllugmmrdnnh"lhuchdnnmm
both then and than.

In today's English, than 1s 2 cong
upu-mpurudammum‘}h
anspnnkE nglish hetter than shoe can

Buuumnpnopb:l.hmk!.hannncuﬂy
be a conjunction. They believe we should
say “He is taller than she™ becausa chat is
mabbcwmmmmmﬁé‘ﬂnuuuummn;h
is”, wil a conjunction linking
the two pares of the sentence. And thay
reckon it is wrong to say “He is taller
than her”.

It is true that some do comsion-
ally sav things like “He & botter than 17,
and “They arv daveser than we”, which
sounds strange to most of us. Moru people
write such scatenoes than say thom,
particalarly Americans, but in my view

lwmdmhcnymamm some authors wring aboat his skills i a formal

"Wes Hoolahan, than who: s kilful’, explatns our columnist.
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these forms are not normal English.

Tha fact is chat such have got
their grammatical ?@.
than 15 a conjunction. lnuaboap«p

ositicn. After propositions in Englsh, we
usa the object forms of pronouns, not the
goct forms. We don't say “from 1, to she,
we, for they™; we sxy “from me, to her,
with us, for them”. In exactly the same
wary, we doat say “bigger than I, than she,
than wa, than they”. In normal Englsh,
sry"htggnrlh:nmc than her,

n us, than
'I'hmuapmpunummunnyother
Lnguages as well In Damish, the word for
than, “end”, is also a proposation aking an

cbject pronoun: betser than me is “bedre
and mig”

You can aiso tall that than is a preposi-
tion in English from the way in which, in

formal some authors use the

mobyxiprmn‘v‘::mnﬂnnh:n.‘&u
best player is Wes Hoolahan, than whom
0o one is more skilful”

If you meet someone who beliowes that

thanisnota idon, £
know bettor p——re
-mmmm-m
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