English has hunted other languages to point of extinction

The Tthcentury expansion of English out
of the Britksh [sles turned it into a Killer
larnguspe, The first casualties were the
languages of the Bahnmas, the Caribbean,
and Narth America.

In what is now Canada and the USA,,
there were about 300 langusaes ot the thme
of the first contact between the indip=tous
peoples and Europeans.

Now, weldl over 100 of these languages
have gane, and anothor 75 or so are oely
remembered by & saall vamder of eldedy
speraban s, ISaval, spubenn b Laoess aund
New Mexico, is the oaly North American
langaage with more than 100.000 spealoers.

Fxports say that nearly all of the
remakning 100-0dd indigenows languges
are lkely to be gone by the end of the 2181
rentury

i’ this misernble prediction s carrect,
then it will coly haw taken 500 yesrs from
the thne of the Nrss English sottlomwent in
Jamestown, Virginks for English to ave
kalled off nearly all the indigenous
lunguages of North America

Aunstralia had about 250 languages at the
timwe of the first Brivish colonisation, Mote
than hadf of these have died out alreanly,
and Australian linguists are constantly
revising downwands the number of medige

nous languages they think will survine
into the 22nd century. Now, no mare than
20 are carvently being arnt by children,
50 in anothet generation more than Bpc
of all Australlan ngoages will hove eon
killed off.

This is parthy due to language shift -

mesning that & Ity has shand d
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Pacific Ocean, some of the 40 or 50
Polynesian lapguages, and G plas
Microsesian languages are also threat.
oned by Bnguage shift. Hawaiian and New
Zealand Macel, which are both spolen in
places where English is now dominam, are
particalary valnerable,

The x| lon of Exglish has boen &

it3 language snd switched to anothwe

En many cases communities had no
choice about this: their children were
forcibly taken from them and pat mto
boarding schwols whete spoaking
Australian langunges was pot allowed

Bt it was also parthy doe to genocide,
especially in Tasmania, where natives
where hunted down and killed. In the

romxrkable phenomenon, but it has
cregted many losees, In Get, there's an
important sense in which we are all Josers,

The loss of linguistic diversity from the
warld is a lar wlozical disast
Soven per cemt of all manvmal species in
the workd are an the endarmersd Dt But
when it comes to human langosges, Bpe
are in danger of extinction.




