Lennon's wordplay reveals different meanings of have
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ohn Leanon's moving 1570 song called
Mather begins: “Mother you had me,
but [ never had you"

These lyris, as so often with
Laninon’'s writing, are rather clover. The
words play on the fact that the verb "to
have™ in English has two difYerent
meanings.

We understand very woll what the dsfter.
ent senees ave beve: his mother had hirs, In
the sense of giving birth to him; but he
never had her, In the sense ol having her
armuend him Jahn Teaonns aax hrmesehe uan
by his aunt; and then his mother was killed
in an sochdent when he was 17

These two different functions of the verb
have are Labedled “dynamic have™ and
“stative have” by grammarians of English.
Dynamie have imnvolves some type ol action
or evenl as in having colfee with your
breakfust, or having a good time, or having
& shower - of having & hetie Stative have
implies possession: it describes some Kind
af state or situation, as In having blue «yes
or having o new cary, or having a &t - or
having a mother.

Grammatically, these two haws whase
differently in the traditional English of
England. When asking & question Imvaly-
ing stative lave, we form the question by

st ine i with the worh oaw Madf o i
example in "'Have you {got) any ooffee in
the capboand™ (Yosmger people pormally
put in the got, but older Nocfolk people
dow't)

But when asking a question involving
dynamic hive, we start the sentence with
“do”, as in "D you hive (any) colfee with
your breakfaso”

I you were to form a question based on
stative have and start it with do, you might
actually be misunderstood. For instance. If
you sxid “Do you hive ooffee in the
cupboard?, vou might get o reply. at Jeast
fram an older Engdish person. along the
Lines that a cupboard is a precty odd place
to drink your coffes In

Bur that woukl not be troe of the USA

W John Lennon.
whao peaned the
soog Mother in
tribute to his
mam Mulia, who
was killed inan
accsdent when
he was 17,
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Americane don's mades thic vrammntiersl
distinction, and they are quite capahle of
asking “Do you bBove beer in the fridge?

This way of forming questions with
starive have s becoming rathey more
common in many parts of England
amongst younger peaple nowadays.

For the thme being, thongh, older British
people will still underszand the jole about
the EnglBhwomsan who wos asked by an
American Do you have children® and
repliad “Froguently!™

his regular Monday EDP column to carry
out research for mew academic works.,

We hope he will be returning in a few
mounths.



