Different spellings and questions of house style...
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The columns you see in this space on
Manday mornings don™s always appear
word-for-word & [ve written them. That's
a fact of newspaper life. The EDE, like
other newspapers, has o "house style” with
the aim ol essuring consistency of
spalling and usage &croes 185 pages, amd
they sumetimes amend what journalists
and contributors write to fit in with this
style

This |5 & wry Interesting process from a
lingudstic point of view For example, 1
wlvcary wrise “medbarval'. Thie wee e |
learnt to spell the word at school, The EDP
prefers the move typically American
spoliing “medieval” and often, thaugh not
always, changes my spelling to At in with
their styde Thats up to my subrediioms,
and 1 have po strong objection, though |
really can't see why they bother

But somaotinws changos doe to hotse
sLyle affoct pot just the spelling of & word
bud s pronunciation, Changing the mame
of the wellknown eastern European
language Rumanian to Romanian - the
speliing introduced by the dictator
Ceanknsci 1o s1ress his natlon’s supgosad
Roman beritage - imgplies o diffierent
proaunciation of the word

So does changing my spelling “learnt” to

B Pooies in the New Forest: The distinction between Tearned’ and ‘leamt’ in English dates back

abmaost as far tack as the farest's creation,

“heurnsd”. This happoned reemmidy
ironically enough in a column | wrote
about the Americanisation of British
English. 1 say “tronically” because

Jear v B moch more strongly assockved
with Amwrlcan Engdish, learmt with
Britash.

Verbs ke learn, dream, burn, ean, spell
have two different past-tense forms. You
can elther sxy learnt, dreamt, barnt, leant,
gpell or your can wse (he nsore regular and
more typically American forms learned,
dreamed, burned, leaned. spedled. |
normally use the forms with .t myself, bat
T explain 1o my Norwegian stadents that
the forms with < are perfectly correct
and generally favoured by Americans

When you get varsability Jike this ina
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Loy, e 2fen o sigm thet o vhoangy
b taken place, with the alternation
being between older and newer forms. In
this case that'’s certalnly true, Learned is
the older version - Anglo-Saxon wsd
pest-tersse endings with <1 in thess verbs

and learnt is new. But when | say “new”,
this s a rather special use of the conoept
of Innovation. The now past-tense forms
anding in -t started appearing in verbs
Fike thees in the 110h ceantury? Like the
New Forest, the new yverb forms are a
thousand years old. The alternation
between Jearnt and Jearned has been
going on for a milkeemium

T oonaast ask why Amwricans - and the
EDP - fvour the olider form, while most
British people favour the newer,



